
Schools for the Children of the World Form 990 
 
 
Form 990 is the U. S. federal tax return for Organizations Exempt from Income Tax in the United States.  This 
form reports the revenue and expenditures of Non-Profit Organizations to determine their compliance with 
the Federal Revenue Code for 501.c and similar non-profit organizations.  However, it does not document the 
financial impact organizations like SCW have on the communities they serve. 
 
 
 
When SCW completes school projects in developing countries, we partner with other organizations to leverage 
your contributions whenever possible.  We also believe that the local community should actively participate in 
the planning and design for their new facilities and should provide some level of financial or “in-kind” support 
for the project.  We strongly object to supporting a handout mentality.  Their continued support of the project 
is essential to assuring its sustainability. 
 
For example.  When we undertake a project in Honduras, SCW contributes about 50% of the value of resources 
dedicated to the project by providing planning, design, and engineering services, construction materials and 
construction oversight.  The local municipio (government) hires and pays the contractor and skilled labor (that 
we jointly agree to hire) required to complete the work, provides site preparation and security for the project.  
The local community provides volunteer labor, locally available construction materials such as sand and gravel, 
construction material storage facilities on the site, and a 24-hour watchman to control the use of construction 
materials and provide site security.  The SCW portion of the funds typically will appear in our 990 but the 
portion paid by the local government and local community does not.  In other words, your contributions to 
SCW toward projects in Honduras are typically multiplied by 2X or more.  Projects that are completed with 
Rotary International Matching Grants are multiplied by 7X! 
 
Another example:  Following the earthquake in Haiti, SCW became involved in 12 larger school projects which 
ranged in cost from $300K to over $3m.  SCW partnered with various organization such as the Spanish Red 
Cross, the Univeristy of Notre Dame, and private foundations.  Funds from these partnering organizations did 
not run through SCW’s accounts and were paid directly to the projects in Haiti.  As a result, these funds did not 
show up on the SCW’s 990.  However, your contribution to SCW toward projects in Haiti after the earthquake 
had an impact of well over 10X!! 
 
Our process of partnering with other organizations and distributing responsibilities for specific tasks and 
related funding needed to complete a project results in little if any funding transfer of funds between 
organizations.  Each organization provides the funding for the services they are responsible for.  As a result, 
there is little opportunity for corruption or misuse of funds.  Also, if any organization fails to complete a task 
they have committed to, the failure quickly becomes clear.  Normally, the other partners get together and 
figure out how to fill the gap, so the project can be completed.  After completing over 100 projects, not a 
single project has failed to be completed once started.  Most are complete within or under SCW’s project 
budget. 
 
SCW is very proud of our non-profit affiliated organizations in SCW-Canada, SCW-Germany, SCW-Honduras and 
soon to be established SCW-Haiti.  Each organization is governed by their respective federal laws and is 
responsible for their own accounting.  Only the revenues and expenditures that pass through the SCW-USA 
books are accounted for in the Form 990 attached. 
 
SCW USA has minimal staff.  There is no office overhead (we operate virtually), and we maximize our work 
with volunteer assistance.  SCW board members are not compensated.  All are volunteers that volunteer their 
time and talents toward our mission and are typically also significant donors.  Only in rare situations where we 



receive designated funds for a specific project do SCW board members or staff receive funds for services 
required by those specific projects and always with the approval of the donor.   
 
Bottom line.  Form 990 shows the actual revenue and expenditures that are expended by SCW-USA but does 
not reflect the full impact of those funds toward improving the lives of those we serve.   
 
With Sincere gratitude to all of our donors and supporters. 
 
Co-Founders 
William DeJong 
Chuck Newman 
 
 


































































